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REPORT GIVEN BY: Charlie Schmidtmann – Fire Chief

DATE: 12/10/2025	

ACTION ITEMS 

FM Joslin has been asked for an application for the open position for the Board of Trustees for the Town of Nederland.  It is an interim position that would expire in May. 


FOLLOW UP


OTHER UPDATES/INFORMATION

Calls to Date: 415   Calls since last meeting: 15

Calls of significance:

CPR in progress at Eldora.  Local male party was witnessed going down (or very quickly noticed) near bottom of ski lift.  LUCAS device was used; helicopter was requested but the male party was code black. 

Car rollover in Boulder Canyon, crews were able to get the car out of traffic to get traffic moving

Party that fell down a flight of stairs, AMR was closer than us for Eldora staging and got there first, so we were able to assist them with extrication.

Lots of down trees.

Suicidal party drove their vehicle into Barker.  They self-extricated with minor injuries.  Currently the vehicle is still in the res.  BES is going to use sonar to determine the depth.  With the altitude we are, they are limited in the depth and time they can dive.  The current plan is to try and float the vehicle on Friday.

Patient with abdominal pain off the Peak-to-Peak Highway 

Additional patient hallucinating off the Peak-to-Peak highway.

 

Life-saving call!  Captain Faes, LT Mandi Papich, FF Max Schmidtmann, FF Ryder Jones, Probationary FF Grace Gude and Probationary FF Dennis Olsen responded W 1st Street on a male party with neck swelling after he had surgery to remove a goiter.  Captain Faes assessed the patient and found that the area around the incision was not only swollen but extremely hard and recommended that they go to the hospital with AMR because it could be a much more serious issue than just normal inflammation/irritation.  Turns out, it was an expanding hematoma from the venous side post-surgery.  After arriving at BCH the pressure from the leak  constricted his airway and he had to be intubated and ended up in surgery around 03:00.  Patient was kept intubated for 24 hours following surgery to ensure it didn’t happen again. 

70 y.o. male in Saint Antons crews transported emergent to Boulder to rule out an MI or a thoracic aneurism.  

Operations/ Wildland

In order to better track EMS calls at Eldora, we have ensured that we are notified even if only AMR is being requested.  This will allow us to have more accurate numbers to understand the impact it may have on the department in the coming years. 

Busey Brews raised funds throughout the month of November to support the fire department.  35 people donated directly using the QR code provided raising $1660.00.  People could order “Uptown Brown” and $1.00 would go to the department.  Trivia night was hosted on 11/20/2025 and trivia questions about the department, the district response or fire prevention were provided by Sherry and 10% of gross sales that night were donated to the department.  The department has not seen the donation check from Busey’s as of yet. 

Still waiting on payments for wildland deployments.  Sherry reached out to the State last week and was told they are 45-60 days out on the last approval (there are 5 approval stages) and there are two currently at that threshold.  We may see payments made in 2026 for deployments from as far back as July. Total amount currently owed is $131,240.20.  Approximately 40K is NFPD’s share.  

DOLA has approved our request for $4500.00 in funding for the volunteer firefighter pension. 

CenturyLink (Lumen) has credited our account $819.98; turns out they had been charging us taxes for several years which have now been removed.  

Sugarloaf is covering our District for the holiday party.  They are sending 3 FF’s, one of which is an officer and Captain Faes will brief them on our newest apparatus and we will provide them with dinner from Crosscut. 

Station 1:

Sprinkler system has been repaired.  The original tank was not big enough for the glycol to expand properly and we had several heads leaking throughout the building.  The heads and tank were replaced and it appears this has resolved the issue. 

Drains removed and replaced on the slop sinks outside the bay bathroom.  Over time they were corroded and were leaking all over the floor. 

Overhead paging system was not working.  Captain Faes, FM Murphy and Fire Marshal Joslin all worked together to fix the problem, still not 100% sure what happened.  

Holiday lights were ordered by Sherry and installed by Captain Faes and Captain Wheelock; they illuminate multiple colors and have different modes so they can be used throughout the year.  Several volunteers have commented how much they like them. 

We are having some issues with our gear extractor leaking, we are looking to see if it continues after some work on the machine by Captain Faes.

Station 2:

Two heaters were not working.  We had Save Home Heat come up (they actually installed them in 2010) and determine that the transformers had been fried, likely due to the power surge we had the previous week.  They were able to fix both heaters quickly so there were no issues with apparatus being without heat. 

We had Polar Gas come out and move the propane tank and set the new propane line for the tank.  I brought my skidsteer up and filled in the ditch I previously dug and did some grading.  Now that we are ready to start filling in the driveway it’s winter!

We had all of our extrication tools serviced yesterday.



Vehicles:

5601: LT S. Papich color coded the new tire chains; this came in handy during the first big storm of the year.  They are incredibly easy to put on!

5654: Plow has been fixed.

5653 the plow had rotted through, Capt. Faes and Daniel cut out the rusty section and welded a new section in.  Also had anew mirror installed and 

5650:  Diversified Autobody picked up the vehicle on 12/1 to repair the hail damage and replace the topper.  The Captain’s are utilizing 5624 for the time being as their primary response vehicle. 

5644:  No longer OOS, parts were ordered and they turned out to be the wrong parts, so we had to wait for the new ones to be delivered.   They included new air valve, new thermostat and new coolant.  They have been delivered installed and the truck appears to be back in service.    

5624:  Insurance claim has been closed since there was no damage to our vehicle, BCSO will need to reach out to our insurance agency for repairs.  



Safety/ Training- Captain Wheelock

406 hours of training provided YTD.

Training schedule has been created for December focusing on radios & hose management.  

Effective November 26, 2025, the Boulder Regional Fire Training Center Board is requiring any instructor leading or supervising live fire training to possess the Live Fire Instructor 1403 Certification (DFPC Live Fire Training Evolutions Fixed Facility Instructor I).  Currently, Captain Wheelock and I hold this certification and can conduct live burns at the training center in Boulder. 

Has been working on getting everyone recertified on fire certs that are due on January 1.

EMS

Applications for the 2026 EMT course are now being accepted.  Emails were sent out to those who had expressed interest in our department, Timberline, Sugarloaf and Central City.  We are allowing those folks to apply first before opening it up to other agencies.  The course will begin on February 2nd and go for 12 weeks on Monday & Wednesday nights and all-day Sunday. 

The grant application for Replacement Life Pak for 5651 and to add a LUCAS CPR device to 5650 to make the equipment/level of care equal to that of the ambulance was approved.  We were rewarded $75K which should be paid out in early 2026. 
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